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To the Escort 


When, after the turmoil of the Migration Period, in the eternal back and forth of the Germanic 
migratory trains, which today are known as peasant migrations of land-seeking people, when the 
Germanic tribes have been clearly proven to be of use, the German idea of the Reich finally appears 
out of the darkness of those times — as a concept the amalgamation of the Germanic tribes of that 
time in Central Europe — embodied in the figures of great German leaders. A special feature of this 
period is the fact that, despite all the surviving peculiarities of the tribes of that time, yet there was a 
noticeable uniformity in the nature and nature of the German people within this Reich. It has been 
handed down to us from sources that as late as the year 900 the language was so uniform that it 
connected the Germanic peoples from the Alpine region to England and the Baltic Sea region with 
each other, because they were able to make themselves understood by each other on the basis of this 
language. Yes, we even know in a document that this similarity in the language and in the essence 
of German humanity, in spite of all the peculiarities and peculiarities that have been handed down to 
us, differences of the Germanic tribes, the word "German" and "German" — (in the form of the word 
at that time) — almost made the characteristic difference from all Latin and Oriental currents of the 
intellectual and political nature of that time. And we also know that the word and the term "German" 
prove to be a characteristic difference of Germanness. 

in spite of all Latinism and Orientalism through the whole of the eventful millennium of German 
history, only to attain to the final consistency of our statesmanlike culture in our days under Adolf 
Hitler. 


considerations and basic concepts of the state. 


A Tacitus could testify of the Germanic tribes that they were uniform in appearance and language, 
and therefore, in his opinion, of uniform quality. 


ancestry. This view of Tacitus is still confirmed at the beginning of our mediaeval German empire 
— that is to say, a good thousand years later — in many documents and traditions of that time. We 
can draw the conclusion from this that neither the nature nor the appearance of the German man can 
have changed too much in this first millennium of German history. 

If, therefore, the tribal peculiarities and peculiarities of the Germanic tribes in this first millennium 
of German history, the overall picture 

If the Germanic-German people were able to change and influence so little that even in the early 
Middle Ages it appeared to foreigners as if it were cast from a single mould and still spoke a language 
that was understandable to all, then the tribal peculiarities of the Germanic tribes as such could not 
possibly have been the actual cause of the state discord which characterizes the Second Millennium 
of German history and which was only the outstanding statesmanlike art of a Adolf Hitler in 1933. 
And indeed, a closer examination of German history in its second millennium shows that although 
the tribal peculiarities of our ancestors did not know how to shape the state unity of the empire and 
were only forced together by the energy of great leaders to form the unity of an empire but that the 
German tribes as such no longer opposed the idea of an empire, once this idea of empire was no 
longer coupled with the question of a change of religion and the Christianized Germanic tribes were 
the basis of the idea of an empire. 

of the medieval empire. On the basis of this work of Henry I, his successors built the Ottonian Empire, 
which is actually the beginning of medieval German history. Otto I again took up the tradition of the 
Roman imperial idea of the German nation and again had himself anointed as German emperor in 
Rome — something King Henry I had strictly avoided. In this connection it should even be pointed 
out that King Henry I., from home a Lower Saxon 


duke, was conferred the kingship by a Frank's voluntary abdication of the throne, a process which is 
probably still present to everyone through the well-known poem: "Herr Heinrich sat at the Vogelherd, 
etc." 

This process proves that even then, 1.e. around 900 after the turn of the era, the imperial idea was 
already stronger than any special wishes of the Frankish tribe. And the idea of the Reich as an 
expression of the common state of all German tribes has never been completely lost, even in times 
of deepest humiliation, even during this second millennium of our history 

and is repeatedly set up and represented by the great Germans of all centuries and in all tribes as a 
goal and as a demand 

Whether Walther von der Vogelweide sings of the German way, whether Ulrich von Hutten's last 
scribbled words at his death were: "Germany is where strong hearts are," or whether, finally, at the 
time of the deepest German fall, immediately after the Thirty Years' War, the Great Elector coined 
the proud phrase: "Remember that you are a German!" that the longing for Germanism and the 
German Reich unites our best, but we see nowhere that the tribes are regarded as those who oppose 
this thought of their own accord. 


Incidentally, there would never have been a German history if the concept of the German Reich as a 
conception and task had not been present as a prerequisite and from the very beginning and had 
determined the direction of development. For the idea of the German Reich was the summary 

The idea of German history was that it was served by the great German leaders and the German 
people. Hence the concept of Germanness must have been the unifying concept superior to the tribes 
from the very beginning, and must have filled the idea of the Reich with content. 


How, then, did it come to the state discord of Germany which has so characterized the past centuries? 
Every closer examination of German history proves that it is not the tribes as such, but — 
unfortunately this must be said — the selfishness of German princes, who like to regard the special 
wishes of German tribes as a welcome reason. 


before the considerations of their dynastic special aims, was the cause and occasion of our state 
discord up to the year 1933, 


It sounds astonishing to today's contemporaries when they are told that centuries ago there was a 
time when Lower Saxony and Bavaria were united under one ducal family. In fact, however, Henry 
the Lion was still Duke in Bavaria and Lower Saxony. And 1t seems almost incomprehensible to us 
today when we have to realize that Henry the Lion, who is so closely associated with Lower Saxony 
and the city of Brunswick as a concept, was the founder of the cities of Munich and Schwerin/Meckl. 
Cities which, until 1933, were able to become an expression of the special life of the state within 
Germany. 


It was not until the unfortunate dispute between the Emperor Frederick I of Hohenstaufen and Henry 
the Lion over the city of Goslar that the Emperor allowed the German princes to take up arms against 
Henry the Lion in order to humiliate him, that a path was taken which put the idea of empire on the 
back burner in favor of a selfish domestic power policy of the dynasties. At that time, for the first 
time in German history, the Main line begins, after the Wittelsbachs succeeded in establishing 
themselves in Bavaria through the incorporation of the Bavarian duchy of the defeated lion: for 
from now on the Welsen and the Wittelsbachs were to be imagined as opposites in German history, 
and thus and through the location of their possessions only opened up the gulf between northern 
Germany and southern Germany. 


With this struggle for Goslar, for the first time the Emperor himself — and the Emperor at that time 
embodied the idea of the Empire and had the power of the Empire in his hands — recognized the 
principle that German princes may go to war against one of their own if this seems expedient to the 
Emperor. It would have been the duty of the emperor to enforce and obey his empire and his 
command, but he could never give a disobedient prince to the superiority and arbitrariness of his 
estate. 


comrades. The feud between the imperial princes thus became, as we would say today, a custom 
tolerated by the authorities in the internal political struggle, which in the end was bound to weaken 
the position of the emperor as much as it promoted the independence of the princes. 


The recognition of this principle by the Emperor Frederick I actually caused the misery of the 
entire subsequent historical development within Germany and plunged the German people into 
tremendous misfortune. From then on, the almost unmistakable jumble of petty wars begins 
German princes among themselves, to whom a Bismarck was to put an end only after centuries, 
after the Hohenzollerns, by virtue of this principle, had asserted themselves and asserted 
themselves in the course of centuries as the strongest princely dynasty among the princes. When 
Frederick the Great signed the Peace of Hubertusburg after the Seven Years' War, it was only 
logical that what Emperor Frederick I had allowed the princes to do had happened, but which in 
the end was bound to doom the imperial idea of the thousand-year-old Holy Roman Empire of the 
German Nation through this very Peace of Hubertusburg. 


A few decades later, under the onslaught of Napoleon I, the entire imperial glory collapsed. It is 
probably a strange twist of fate that the brilliant Hohenzollerns, King Frederick William I and his 
son Frederick the Great, had Welsh princesses for their mothers, so that the blood of the same 
family lived m them, which Decke's Emperor Frederick I of Hohenstaufen had allowed to 
humiliate in Henry the Lion by the German princes of the time. Finally, in 1648, in the Peace of 
Westphalia at Miinster, the discord of the state of Germany could even be elevated by foreigners 
to a political dogma for Germans. The real victor of Miinster was the French statesman Mazarin, 
who at that time laid down the policy of France towards Germany, a policy to which France 
remained faithful until the Peace of Versailles. Even today, few Germans realize that the borders 
of our southern German states are not bound by tribal self-interest. 


legalities still have anything to do with dynastic merits, but have been shaped by Napoleon I's grace 
after quite pathetic horse-trading and sufficient bribes for the French Foreign Minister Tahllerand. 
But one wonders, after shaking up this German historical development how it was possible that the 
German man was able to survive this millennium in spite of everything, and how he also had the 
strength to under Adolf Hitler to rebuild and rebuild a new Reich, then only the pedigrees and 
pedigrees of today's Germans will help us to find an answer and the key to this riddle. We then see 
that there are neither emperors nor princes nor noble families. 

or urban bourgeois families who have saved the blood of the German people down to the present 
day through the centuries: the blood of the German people of today goes back to the German 
peasantry as far as possible. 

The German peasantry is, directly or indirectly, the source of our life. 

Throughout its history, it has preserved our people's German blood like an inexhaustible fountain of 
life; 1t has saved our people's vitality. When the German peasantry 

If 1t had been destroyed, then our cities could still be filled with people who might even speak the 
German language: Maybe! But 1t would be certain that these people would not be able to do so at 
all, or that they would only be able to 

A small proportion still had German blood in their veins and would therefore no longer be considered 
as the preserver and bearer of German character and German morality. Because the German 
peasantry has survived the last millennium in spite of all the hardships and torments to which it has 
been subjected in German history, German people still live in Germany today, Germany 1s able to 
reflect on itself and rebuild its own state existence in accordance with its species. 

This is a fact that can be asserted all the more flawlessly since history provides sufficient evidence 
for it. A striking example of this, 


which has the advantage that it belongs to German history, may be mentioned in the following: In 
Estonia, Courland and Livonia, a German nobility and German bourgeois families have indeed 
developed the German manner and German character in these countries for seven centuries, so that 
as late as 1880 according to German jurisdiction was exercised in the German language. In spite of 
this, Germanism was neither able to assert itself nor to be regarded in these countries, partly 
because of adverse circumstances in earlier centuries, partly because of short-sightedness, and 
partly because of short-sightedness, they had neglected to send German peasants to Livonia, 
Courland and Estonia. Today, Germanness in the states of Estonia seems to be and Latvia as 1f to 
be wiped out. In the beautiful German cities such as Riga, Dorpat and Reval, where the stone 
witnesses of a high German urban culture tell of centuries of industriousness and work of German 
people, the houses and streets are populated with people who reluctantly, 1f not reluctantly, 
understand or even speak the German language. It will only take a few decades to erase the memory 
of the German language. Today, the descendants of Estonian and Latvian farmers are the heirs of 
a state and cultural achievement that has built up German blood and German labor. The significance 
of a German peasantry for a German country can probably not be shown more clearly from German 
history than by this example in the extreme north-east of the German country. 

Habitat. 


Situated almost in the same area, our province of East Prussia furnishes us the same proof, only 
with different presuppositions and different results, whereby it must also be borne in mind that 
although East Prussia was conquered by German knights for the German Reich almost at the same 
time as Courland, Livonia and Estonia, it left the Imperial Union of the German Empire a century 
before the duchies of Estonia, Livonia and Courland and came under Polish sovereignty. East 
Prussia, however, has always remained a German state to this day. It could only remain so because 
it possessed a peasantry of German origin, which had been purposefully settled by the Teutonic 
Order of Knights from the very beginning, to which 


Need the Hohenzollerns later remained faithful. Whether the Order of Chivalry 

whether East Prussia was under Polish feudal sovereignty, whether its Hanseatic cities were 
impoverished, or whether its nobility collapsed in this jumble of political responsibilities 

degenerate: East Prussia remained German through all centuries, because his peasantry was German 
and remained German and was constantly supplemented by German settlers. Truly, the meaning of 
the of the German peasantry for a German country than by this example. It almost seems like a fateful 
coincidence that the state that united Germany and thus saved it got its name from this province in the 
north-east of the Reich: Prussia! 


The Germany of today owes to its peasantry the preconditions of its existence, it owes to him its 
vitality and the fact that it still lives today as a people. This is an issue that can no longer be overlooked. 
and truth to be denied! And Germany will live only as long as its peasantry lives, which the great 
soldier of the nineteenth century, Helmuth von Moltke, very clearly and clearly put into words: 


"On the day on which the German peasantry perishes, the whole German people will perish 
without a cannon shot." 


In the logical consequence of this realization, the seizure of power 

Adolf Hitler introduced the "Reich Inheritance Law", the meaning and actual meaning of which can 
only be understood if one understands the that the German peasantry, in the truest sense of the word, 
is the source of life of the German people, and that without a German peasantry one cannot count on 
a German future. 


It will at first seem strange to some readers that the German peasantry should have intervened so 
profoundly in the existence of our people, and that our people, so to speak, should have been 
unconsciously, through the errors and effects of our people. 

of the second millennium of German history. If, however, one examines objectively and impartially 
the ancestry of today's Germans, one will find the immediate confirmation of the 


correctness of this fact. Certainly, also a number of noble families can look back on a proud series 
of centuries in the male line. These noble families thus seem to refute the law of life of the 
preservation of Germanness by the peasantry. But if one examines the origin of the women who 
marry into these generations, one will find that the whole picture shifts in favor of the vitality of a 
rural population, which is either not of noble origin at all, or, like the old Attinghausen in Schillers 
"William Tell," living in the manner of the forefathers, does not differ in anything from the peasants 
who live around them, and therefore, despite her entitlement to the use of a title of nobility, 1s a 
peasant of the true word. meaning are and represent. 


It is not much different with the bourgeois families of the formerly free German imperial cities. 


Hardly any of these generations have their blood in our lives. 
days, if it is not in between as landed gentry or 


had migrated to the countryside: we mention here as a significant 


For example, the Stendal patrician family of the Bismarcks in the Mark. Otherwise, even in the 
case of the bourgeois city families, the vigorous life instincts of healthy women of non-urban origin 
have kept the vitality of an urban clan healthy and saved it through the centuries into the present 
day. If, in the past, one had been less concerned with merely drawing up family trees, Le. 
enumerating the male ancestors of a family, and had instead — as we do today with the "pedigrees" 
— also taken into account the origin of the women who married, the life-sustaining power of land- 
based families would have long since become an obvious fact and a familiar science to every 
German. 


To today's contemporaries, these observations may at first come as a surprise, since they are no 
longer accustomed to include the German peasantry in the scope of their considerations. In many 
cases, people have unconsciously accustomed to the image which the Jew — the real lord of the 
nineteenth century — had become accustomed to. — forced the German public to believe in the 
German peasantry. This picture was recorded and distorted in exactly the same way as 


the famous "Simplizissimus-Lieutenant" was recorded by the Jew before the World War of 1914-18 
and conveyed an oblique image of the German officer in order to degrade the prestige of our army in 
the world public; until this lieutenant was killed in the first battles of the World War, much to the 
displeasure of Judaism proved its ancient abilities historically. — 

In the final analysis, however, the reason for this complete ignorance of the peasantry of the German 
people is not to be found solely in the Jews. The cause lies deeper. The reason for this was the collapse 
of the Peasants’ Wars in 1525. When in the forest of Ingolstadt 

When the bloody drama of Florian Geher's "Black Crowd" was completed near Würzburg, not only 
was the end of the idea of the German revolution of that time and of the revolutionary peasants set 
for the time being, but with this defeat in the Peasants War of 1525 it was not only 

the German peasantry and was eliminated in every matter. 

public attention. The German peasantry was, as it were, 

not so much in fact as by the fact that no one cared about it anymore or took it seriously and paid 
attention to it in any way. This state of affairs was maintained in the following centuries until the time 
of the emancipation of the peasants at the beginning of the nineteenth century. In any case, it should 
be emphasized here that the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) aggravated the economic situation of the 
peasants almost everywhere, and in many cases made it hopeless, and therefore also in cultural terms 
immeasurably disadvantaged the German peasantry. 

but that the public and legal disregard of the German peasantry was initiated with the ferry in 1525 , 
which development the Thirty Years' War only aggravated it, but did not cause it. 

In this history of the development of the German peasantry lies the real and tragic reason for the 
disrespect of the German peasantry in the German public. In the nineteenth century, the Jew needed 
only the rediscovery of the German peasantry in the German national consciousness, 


and, where it was nevertheless discovered, to expose this peasantry to ridicule through its Jewish 
antics, in order to keep the German people blind in this area as well, or to let them become blind. 
It was only the wake-up call of Adolf Hitler "Germany awake" that made the German people see 
their peasantry again and initiated the measures that established a new relationship between the 
German people and its peasantry. 


If, in spite of all these strokes of fate, the German peasantry still represents the fundamental pillar 
of the life of our people, then not only must the vitality of this peasantry be extraordinary, but also 
the vitality of this peasantry. 

then, even in today's peasantry, there must still be a kind of blood, blood of the same blood, which 
for a millennium fed the German national community again and again with its vitality, in order to 
enable the German people to survive alive even the darkest hours of its history. This is such a 
logical conclusion that 1t cannot be shaken. If, however, we have to conclude for the year 1000 
after the turn of the era that at that time the Germans were still uniform in their kind, and that since 
Tacitus had evidently changed only little in the basic features of their nature and nature, then this 
same blood must still be to be found in the German peasantry today. This reasoning 1s undoubtedly 
as logical as the first. And you will immediately find it confirmed in reality, if you only take the 
trouble to open your eyes and look around for it. 


We made the effort and opened our eyes. And what we found was only the confirmation of the 
considerations we had just set forth: Everywhere within the German Reich we found people in the 
peasantry who were of Germanic blood and expressed the Germanic way in a more or less pure 
way. We found it confirmed that this Germanic blood—now called the blood of the Nordic race— 
is still to be found in all German tribes, no matter in which landscape of our fatherland, we sought 
it out. Thus, this 


Nordic blood, however, as a unifying component in the essence of our people - at the same time the 
Nordic idea, i.e., the confession to the Nordic Blood, as a unifying idea within our national 
community. İf an unfortunate millennium of German history divided the German Reich into countries 
and small countries, and confused our view of the fact that we are a unified, great people, in which 
all German tribes possess common shares of Nordic blood, we are now able to rediscover the idea of 
our nationality from the blood as a unity and thus also as a national community. which is based on 
the concepts of blood and soil, honor and fatherland, 1.e., in a word, on National Socialism. Thus, 
through this unifying idea of our Nordic blood heritage, we are overcoming what is dynastic 

Errors and confusions in their heritage have left to us as the state discord of Germany, and what as 
caste spirit and class conceit opposed the national community in an inhibiting and dividing manner. 
This book wants to speak to the viewer in pictures that Nordic blood is still present in the South 
German peasantry and that these people resemble each other, no matter from which tribe or country 
they come. 

If you are honest, you will have to admit that you can't look at these heads. 

where the home court is actually located, if the inscription or the costume does not indicate it; It 
would not even be possible to say whether it was South German or North German ethnic comrades, 
which this book shows, if its title would not say so. 


In this sense, may this book go its way. May it turn the idea of the national community into an 
experience based on the commonality of the Nordic blood heritage. In this way, we serve the National 
Socialist state idea of blood and soil and thus help to build the Germanic Reich of the German Nation, 
which Adolf Hitler announced to us at the party congress in Nuremberg in 1937. 


R. Walther Darré. 
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